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BUILDER SNAPSHOT

Sow

Clairmont empowers the client

Custom builder offers
tours of home at each

stage of the process

By Leslis Mann
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUME

Pat Franz ¢ the current
economic climate tothe Jewish
beraavement custom of sitting
shiva. “It"s a tough time,” he say=
“We want to stay home, rela and
surroumd cursslves with Sadly
and friends."

His cliemts’ houses, says the
Hinsdale-bassd home builder,
reflect this “Low-maintenance,
garure, efficient houseswith open
floor plans.” iswhat Franz's eli-

he says, want
£ comme homra tn pntrta
gteam showers and home theaters,
Tt dom™t weamit to have: to biawe
enginesring degress touss them,™

Franz says he named his come
pany Clairmont Lid. because
Diozems of honees with the Clair-
montname now daot the Chi
suburhs. e

Today Clairmont s bus iness
includes thres sectors: remoid-
elirg, custom and sear-custorm
houses,

Thelatter includes the 10Hot St
Andrews Estates in Crete, whera
tase prices for ranch and two-
story plans range from 280,000 10
400,000, Thess are selling to cou-
pkswith alder children smd to
empty-nesters who want tostay
closa totheir south suburban
roots, says Frane.

Clairmont builds custom howsss
on loits cvemed by clients or on lots
firom its imventory, Currently, the
ailder has twolotsin dowmitosm
Diowmers Grove, Clients for Clair-
maonts custom houses, which have
price tags in the §1.2 millicn-and-
up range, are typically teo-caresr
farmilics with heetic lives, says
Franz. “They want their housas to
parmper them,” says Frane Lot
lozation is all- mportant, he sdds,
“’I‘!I:E:.rwam tobe closeto the train,

ris and killer schools™
t's remnodeling
projects indude roomadditions,
teasement fini kitehen and
tathroom re-dos and making older
homes more energy-efficient.

Franez is a Mational Association
of Home Buil ders (MAHE) Certi
fied Green Professional and says

green” is agoal fareach
of his projects. This includes
Elesn- practces such as
recycling constraction waste,
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Clairmant recently addad this
EUnnoO Lo & H NS dale: ormee

“Ewery house is a tight shell. so
we use products like celluloss or
E:ra].r -foam insulation.” sEys

AT, ‘"il’e caulk the heck out of
i’ iy e

that stretches as the
expands and contracts. [h:llj.r
trade I.rhn:-ke
mont tearm, F!ram

The Clairmaont staff includes a
trim carpenter who knows hoer to

create a threa-layered, coffered
ceiling, Franz Like most
mhmﬁdﬂaﬁﬂnsprmaha
trim

]!itdleua]!:i.uemm mmatch, atleast,
tatiom skills

clients get to know
Tnah‘i'i‘-:g::ﬂr.nﬂ:mmwue;mem
demt officially, but the “quean
mom” unofficially, she says, “The
client s call me aJ:_l.rI:lme with ques-
tioma," aays Wojcik.

Tokesp the clisntinformed of
the hm=e's progress, the Clair-
mont team schedules tours at each
stage. “We empower themwith
information.” says Wojcilk. “And,
we imnderstand that not every
client is wsed tothinking in 30 So
wi make their alomg the
WA nhmmeycl::l?geaacmaﬂymwaﬂc
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open-heart surgery wh-mhe
patient is swake.” he says, “You
nﬂmerhluwwhat:.numllﬂnd
when theee walls It's
Ty o tn:n mcheach
change mJl coat.”

Framz becarmes ahome buildar
after “doing his yuppie thing,” he

as amart

e o et e
analyst after collecting degreesin

aceorting and finances,

Growing up in Evergresn Park,
where daaaglsteu remeEmber him
as theband's trommbome
Franz learned from hiz
imvestment club, “They taught me
howr to take money from one prog
act and pat itinto thenet,” aaye
Franz "Tlearned there’s no such
thing as an armchair imestor You
have toget out thereand doit.”
ing trades by helping his father
rencvate apartment aildings
¥Whemn he tuilt his first house in
Monee, Framz he quizzed his
meTtor, amﬂairei%uﬂ
liberslly

Fromhis hoome office, Frams
Jjuggles home building with rais-
ing thres sore. Towmsind, he
races his sailboat, peruses old-car
ghowzand reads bi of
business leaders. “’EF
thresholds," he saye “Iﬁ.udlt
interesting to see why one guy
prevails and one guy dosen't.”

HAsked what differentiates a
Clairmont housefrom acompeti-
tor's himse, Franzeays, “Ours
doest't nesd work [thas a zero
punch list becasewe correct the
problems before the clisnt moves
ininstead of afterwrard.” That,

Frame, 8 the “tada” in

Ea“ta-dﬂ“ m:.rheuhﬂ
hands over thekeys.



